HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
war potential. The important thing for Great Britain
is not that at any particular moment she should have
a greater number of aeroplanes, tanks, guns, machine-
guns, munitions stores and trained reserves than her
potential enemies, but only that she should have them
in sufficient numbers to safeguard her defences and
to prevent herself from being defeated in the first
round of air warfare.
The decisive thing for Great Britain is that she should
have sources of raw materials, adequate facilities for
obtaining them, and an industry able to replenish the
exhausted war materials of her own forces and those
of her allies no matter how long war might last, and
that she should be able to replenish and extend what-
ever supplies are available at the outbreak of war.
Her main strength lies in the great raw material
resources of the British Empire, in the great financial
reserves which will permit her to purchase raw
materials and war materials abroad, and in her own
powerful industries. The guiding principle of her
rearmament programme is to prepare all these factors
for war purposes, and to maintain and extend them.
It will be interesting to observe what the responsible
authorities in Great Britain think about their tasks.
For one thing they believe that the preliminary air
battles of modern large-scale warfare will involve great
losses, and that therefore it will not be long before
reserves and the current production of industry for
replacements begin to play the decisive role. Current
industrial production will, of course, depend on the
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